
 
Annual Report 2021 

Final Services in a Temporary Library  

From January through August 2021, the Peterborough Town Library continued to operate at 
temporary quarters out of the shopping plaza at 1 Jaffrey Road. The temporary space was used 
very successfully as a satellite operation while the library was under construction and during 
restructured services due to the pandemic. The library staff was able to provide:  

• Public Wi-Fi access, public computer appointments, and free public printing 
• Curbside Services (16,483 items by curbside pick-up) 
• Take-home craft kits 
• Story Walks on bike path 
• Virtual Programs 
• Research and reference help 
• Career Coaching 
• Created a Library Podcast 
• Engaged 118 people in our Summer Reading challenge 

The staff kept library services available right up until August 15th, when we closed for our final 
move back to the newly renovated library. The staff moved all offices and administrative 
materials back to 2 Concord Street and began prepping the building for service.  

A delay in the library shelving manufacturing kept all the books in storage through September. 
The final collection move was completed in October 2021.   

Reopening the Library: 

On September 12, 2021, after more than 17 years of planning and preparation, the Peterborough 
Library celebrated its grand reopening! An outdoor ceremony was held to commemorate the 
moment with speeches given by Library Trustee Chair, Marcia Patten, Capital Campaign Chair, 
Audrey White, Building Committee Chair, Tina Kriebel, 1833 Society President, Ronnie 
McIntire, and Library Director, Corinne Chronopoulos. The event was filmed and later shared 
with the public.  

The celebration included tours of the building, tech demos in all five new meeting rooms, 
unveiling of the beautiful restored historical reading room, the Elizabeth Room (youth space), 
and the light-filled young adult area.  A scavenger hunt was available to encourage families to 
“find” their way through the library and earn a prize. Monadnock Music played at the ceremony 



 
and in the 1833 Room throughout the day. Volunteers handed out delicious apple cider donuts 
to-go and souvenir wooden bookmarks to all who attended.  

A commemorative booklet was published by Corinne Chronopoulos and Tina Kriebel to capture 
the history of the moment, thank the generous town and donors, and share many lovely pictures 
of the entire project. The public is encouraged to view the booklet at the library or on their 
website to learn more about how this amazing $8.5 million public/private partnership succeeded.  

Bright Future Ahead:  

Since September 13th, the library has been open for business and thriving. From September 
2021-February 2022, the library has had over 27,500 visits. The Study rooms have been booked 
313 times! The Teen Space is busy after school and our new teen book club launched in 
collaboration with ConVal librarians. The Boardroom and Classroom are in constant use by 
private groups, town committees, and for library programs. Circulation of materials is back up to 
pre-pandemic levels with nearly 5,000 items going out to patrons each month! The vibrant 
library we dreamed of has become a reality.  

The staff eased back into offering in-person programs and continues to offer almost all programs 
both in-person and by zoom. The online participation is seamlessly integrated by our technology 
and allows all participants to feel like they are in the program or meeting together.  

The Library Staff have surpassed expectations by opening the library with a range of new 
programs and services. In addition to managing five meeting rooms and training the public on 
how to use the technology and after-hours rental model, the staff have launched three new book 
clubs, a new monthly writers’ open mic co-hosted with Monadnock Underground, and boosted 
programs for all ages.  

A short list of our core library programming now includes:  

• Early Literacy Storytimes (sessions for 3 age groups) 
• Families Read Together Book Group (ages 7-11) 
• Pizza and Pages Book Group (5th grade and up) 
• ConVal Book Group (ages 14 and up) 
• Interior Life Book Club  
• Literary Book Club 
• Drop-in Technology Help (weekly)  
• Tech Tuesday Classes 
• Writers’ Open Mic 



 
 

Collaboration and partnership are part of the bright future ahead for Peterborough Town Library. 
A volunteer will be starting a new Movie of the Month club, a new Seed Library is in 
development, and a new program, called Peterborough Presents, will feature volunteer expert 
speakers on an array of topics.  

The Friends of the Library have steadfastly prepared for reopening their used bookshop and 
continue to support special events at the library. The Friends Chair, Carol Boyle, helped to 
organize Friends volunteers for the library opening and the cleaning and light repairs at the 
Kyes-Sage House, where the used bookshop is scheduled to open in spring 2022.  

2021 by the numbers: (statistics are for full 2021 calendar year)  

• Welcomed 489 new card holders.  
• Served 3,776 active patrons.  
• Answered 757 vital questions (taxes, finance, health, legal etc.).  
• Loaned 33,489 items to patrons. 
• Patrons Downloaded 17,843 items (eBooks, audio, movies, etc.). 
• Hosted 855 patrons at our family reading programs.  
• Assisted with 563 tech help questions.  
• Added 1,892 new items to the collection. 
• Withdrew 4,697 items 

Recognition of our Supporters:  

There is not enough space to thank the many dedicated people who volunteered their time, 
expertise, and resource to make the Peterborough Town Library a reality. Please see the library 
commemoration booklet, written by Tina Kriebel and Corinne Chronopoulos, for full 
information on supporters, grants, and gifts.  A plaque was installed in the library to thank every 
single donor, regardless of amount, by name.  

Foremost, we thank the Library Trustees, Select Board, and Town of Peterborough for 
supporting the library warrant article in 2018 and making this project a public/private 
partnership. We also wish to thank the following:  

 

 



 
Capital Campaign Committee:  

Audrey White, Chair, Tina Kriebel, Sandy Bibace, Sue Martin, Debra Caplan, Ronnie McIntire, 
Linn Perkins, Laura Hanson, Peggy Van Valkenburgh, Tori Haring-Smith, and Corinne 
Chronopoulos.  

Construction Financial Oversight Committee:  

Mike Morison, Carl Mabbs-Zeno, Sandy Bibace, Leo Smith, Corinne Chronopoulos 

Building Committee:  

Sue Martin, Tina Kriebel, and Corinne Chronopoulos  

Library Staff:  

Lisa Bearce, Nik Beauchemin, Tim Brezovec, Corinne Chronopoulos, Jos Duffy, Ann Harrison, 
Mary Hubbard, Linda Kepner, Aimee LaRue, Nancy McMullen, Madison Safer, Peter Wagoner, 
and Dyane Young 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Corinne Chronopoulos 
Library Director 


